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GENERAL FAQs 

COVID-19 Screening of Adult Patients at UCSF Health 
How do you define asymptomatic patients? 

• Does not have COVID-19 symptoms AND 
• Does not have a COVID-19 Recovered banner on Apex (i.e., is not within the 90 days from infection 

onset) 
• Note: Asymptomatic COVID-19 exposed patients should be tested for COVID-19 on the 

schedules recommended in this guidance 

Which asymptomatic patients require testing? 
• Effective 11/21/22, COVID-19 testing is no longer required for asymptomatic patients prior to surgery or 

other procedures in the inpatient or outpatient setting, including aerosol-generating procedures.  
• Inpatient/pending admission testing: 

o All patients being admitted to the hospital, including 23h stay patients, if they do not meet 
criteria for symptoms/suspected infection and do not have a COVID-19 Recovered banner 
on Apex (i.e., are not in the COVID-recovered period).  

o Patients who undergo surgery prior to admission should be tested at the time of 
admission to the hospital. For asymptomatic initial admission testing, the patient can be 
placed in droplet isolation. A pending test should not affect patient flow or placement 

o Transfer patients must have had a test on the day of transfer. If no test was performed or 
the test was done on the day prior to transfer, the test should be done on arrival to UCSF 
Health. 

o Inpatients should be retested hospital day #3 
 Exceptions: 

• Day 3 is the day of discharge 
• Patient has a current COVID-19 infection 
• Patient has a ‘COVID-recovered’ banner 

o All asymptomatic inpatients (unless in the COVID recovered period) will have weekly 
testing throughout their hospital stay, regardless of whether or not they are undergoing 
aerosol- generating procedures (AGPs) 

o Patients residing in shared rooms should be tested every Monday and Thursday starting ≥ 2 
days after day 3 test 

o Some inpatients may also require testing before discharge to congregate living situations 

Note: Any inpatient who develops symptoms in the hospital should be placed into Novel 
Respiratory Isolation and tested as a symptomatic patient. 

https://infectioncontrol.ucsfmedicalcenter.org/sites/g/files/tkssra4681/f/Isolation-and-Quarantine-Guidance-for-Patients-%28Inpatients-and-Outpatients%29.pdf
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Population Admission Day 3 Subsequent 

Asymptomatic and not 
exposed, private room ✔ ✔ 

(unless day of 
discharge) 

Weekly 

Asymptomatic and not 
exposed, shared room ✔ ✔ Every Monday and 

Thursday 

Asymptomatic and 
exposed ✔ Refer here for testing schedule 

COVID-19 recovered 
within 90 days of 
infection 

No asymptomatic 
testing recommended 

  

 

What type of test is acceptable? 
• Polymerase chain reaction (PCR) or other nucleic acid amplification test (NAAT), including the Abbott ID 

Now NAAT test 

 
What type of isolation and PPE are needed? 

 

COVID signs or 
symptoms/suspicion 
or exposure? 

PPE and 
signage 

COVID test 
collection 

No AGP AGP Responsible 
for 
discontinuing 
isolation 

Yes (on admission or 
anytime during 
admission) 

Novel 
Respiratory 
Isolation 

N95 + eye 
protection 
(or PAPR) + 
gown/gloves 

N95 + face 
shield (or 
PAPR) 
+ gown/gloves 

N95 + face 
shield (or 
PAPR) + 
gown/gloves 

Ordering 
provider 

No; initial admission 
test 

Droplet 
isolation 

N95 + eye 
protection 
(or PAPR) + 
gown/gloves 

N95 and eye 
protection 
recommended. 
If N95 not 
worn use a 
medical mask. 

N95 and eye 
protection 
recommended. 
If N95 not worn 
use a medical 
mask. A PAPR 
can be worn. 

Bedside nurse 

No; subsequent day 3 
test or weekly testing 
for existing inpatients 

Standard 
isolation 
(including 
universal 
surgical 
mask) 

N95 + eye 
protection 
(or PAPR) + 
gown/gloves 

N95 and eye 
protection 
recommended. 
If N95 not 
worn use a 
medical mask. 

N95 and eye 
protection 
recommended. 
If N95 not 
worn use a 
medical mask. 
A PAPR can be 
worn. 

Not applicable 

*AGP = aerosol-generating procedure 
 
 

https://infectioncontrol.ucsfmedicalcenter.org/sites/g/files/tkssra4681/f/Isolation-and-Quarantine-Guidance-for-Patients-%28Inpatients-and-Outpatients%29.pdf


V21 
11.17.22 
Owner: Care Delivery Committee 

 

What if my asymptomatic patient had a test before admission? 
 

Scenario Test? Isolation pending COVID test 
result? 

No test Yes Droplet precautions 
Negative test 1-4 days prior to admission Yes Droplet precautions 
Pending or resulted PCR or Abbott ID Now 
test at UCSF from day of admission 

No additional test Droplet precautions 

Recently positive test within 90 days No (unless 
symptomatic) 

See guidance here 

What if my patient has a pending COVID-19 test but needs an emergency procedure? 

Pending tests should not delay needed care. The procedural PPE guidance reflects the possibility of 
unknown infection and is intended to protect health care workers regardless of whether a patient is 
later found to be infected. Urgent or emergent procedures should proceed even if the COVID test is 
pending or has not been collected. 

What happens if the patient is not initially isolated and then develops or discovered to have 
symptoms concerning for COVID-19 after admission? 

If a patient develops symptoms suggestive of COVID-19 you should place the patient in appropriate 
isolation (Novel Respiratory Isolation) pending testing. 

https://infectioncontrol.ucsfmedicalcenter.org/sites/g/files/tkssra4681/f/PPE%20Update.pdf
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What does a negative test mean? 
As with all diagnostic testing, COVID-19 testing should be interpreted in the context of the clinical 
scenario and prevalence of infection in the relevant population. Because there is an incubation 
period for this virus and infection could be acquired later, if the patient subsequently develops 
symptoms of respiratory infection, a repeat test should be obtained. 
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