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Starting on December 16, 2025, all inpatient urine cultures will be ordered through a new unified “Urine 
Culture Panel.” This will be the only way to order a urine culture on an inpatient.   

The aim of the new order panel is to help clinicians select appropriate testing for their patient and to 
avoid unnecessary urine tests. 

The panel is the result of a collaboration between many stakeholders UCSF Health-wide, including 
Hospital Epidemiology and Infection Prevention and the Antimicrobial Stewardship Program.   

All prior synonyms will lead to this panel, including “urinalysis” and “urine culture.” 

Select an indication to see the pre-selected ordering options, such as urinalysis with reflex to urine 

culture or urinalysis with automatic urine culture (depending on patient population). 
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Patients with indwelling urinary (Foley) catheters 

You’ll also see options for the management of a urinary catheter If the patient has one. Because 
catheters can rapidly become colonized by bacteria, urine specimens from catheters in place for at least 
a week can be misleading. Consider removing or exchanging the patient’s urinary catheter, if clinically 
appropriate. Testing from the catheter will remain an option for patients in whom catheter exchange or 
removal is not feasible. 
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