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Process Selection for High Level Disinfection/Sterilization  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Critical 
Items Non-Critical 

Thoroughly Clean Items 

Steam 
Sterilization 

Heat & Moisture 
Stable Items 

Thoroughly Clean Items 

Heat & Moisture 
Sensitive Items 

Semi –Critical* 
*Evaluate if steam sterilization may 

be cheapest, fastest, and most 
effective for heat stable items.

Point of Use (Patient) 

General: 
1) Disassembly and physical cleaning of instruments and equipment 

is necessary for successful high level disinfection or sterilization 
2) Steam sterilization offers the greatest measure of safety for 

sporicidal killing 
3) All low temperature sterilization processes (Steris, Sterrad, etc.) 

have a smaller measure of safety of sporicidal kill  
4) For items from patients with human prion disease (i.e., CJD) refer 

to IC manual section 4.2  

Thoroughly Clean Items 

Immersible Partially 
Immersible Immersible Non-

Immersible

Paracetic 
Acid 

(Steris) 
Hydrogen 
Peroxide 

Gas 
Plasma 

(Sterrad)

Paracetic 
Acid 

(Steris) 
preferred 

Chemical 
Sterilant 

Clean using 
approved 

agent OR 

Wet 
PasteurizationStandard Flash per AAMI 

and UCSF 
standards 

http://infectioncontrol.ucsfmedicalcenter.org/ICMANUAL2007/Section4/Sec%204.2%20Human%20Prion.pdf

